waiting for the other team, a young man came up
to them. They had never seen him before. He sat
down beside Ben.
"What are you kids waiting for? Why don't you
have some real fun? Free." He took some cigarettes
from his pocket. "Just try one of these and you'll
get the thrill of your lifetime."
"Sounds exciting/' said Steve.
"I'd try anything once," said Jack.
"What about you, kid?" the man said to Ben.
"Don't be a sissy."
Sissy! That was the wrong word! It made Ben
angry. He remembered, too, hearing his father tell
him never to take anything from a stranger. And
besides he didn't like this guy at all. He didn't like
anything about him. So he jumped up and said to
his friends, "Let's get going! We came here to play
baseball. It's going to be a great game. Here comes
the other team now."
When the boys jumped up to play, the man
went off with an angry look on his face.
That evening Ben told his father what had hap-
pened. "That's serious, Ben," his father said. "That
man was trying to get you younger boys to take
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